
August 11-12, 2021
Vernon Downs

Attend 1 or 2 days! 

In Person! 



The Skill to ReadThe Skill to Read
August 11
Welcome to The Science of Reading 
What is all the buzz about the Science of Reading? This phrase is popping up everywhere, and 
The Reading League, a not-for-profit organization that sprouted right here in Central NY, is now an 
international voice for this movement. Learn how their work can support and empower educators by 
helping to strengthen awareness, understanding, and use of the scientific evidence about learning to 
read.
 
Participants will walk away from the morning session with 3 big “anchors” from the Science of Reading 
that can ground their decisions about assessment, data analysis, instruction planning, and on-the-spot 
decision making.

In the afternoon, participants will receive a Science of Reading “sampler platter”: a taste of how 
findings from the Science of Reading can build their knowledge, inform their practice, and
improve student outcomes over time. Join us for a glimpse into why phoneme proficiency, 
phonic knowledge, oral language development, and vocabulary are critical for achieving reading 
comprehension, and how to begin to bolster them in your classroom.

Focus: PK-5 teachers, administrators, reading specialists, librarians

Maria S. Murray, PhD,Maria S. Murray, PhD, is the founder, CEO and President of The Reading 
League. Prior to her current work, Dr. Murray was an associate professor at the 
State University of New York at Oswego, where she taught courses related to 
literacy assessment and intervention for ten years.  
She received her PhD in Reading Education from  
Syracuse University, where she served as project  
coordinator for Dr. Benita Blachman’s numerous  
federally-funded early reading intervention grants.

Presenters:
Presenters:

Kelli JohnsonKelli Johnson  is the 
Reading Coach Director at The 
Reading League. She began 
her career as an elementary 
school teacher and, after 
nine years, began teaching 
courses and supervising 
student teachers at Syracuse 
University, Colgate University, 
and Onondaga Community 
College. Kelli also served as an 
Elementary Literacy Specialist 
for a federally-funded research 
project and as an independent 
consultant for public and private 
schools in Central and Northern 
New York. Kelli currently serves 
as educational consultant 
for The Reading League’s 
“Reading Buddies,” a children’s                                         
television show scheduled to air 
late summer/early fall 2021.

Katie SojewiczKatie Sojewicz  is the Reading  
League, Professional Development  
Coordinator. In the last 25 years she has taught 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade in the Syracuse 
City School District, where she is currently the 
Board President.  Katie has also served as a 
Reading Specialist, student teacher supervisor, 
professional tutor, college professor, and as a  
Reading Coach with The Reading League for 
three years. 



The Will to ReadThe Will to Read
August 12
Motivating Readers
In our morning session, presenter Steven Layne will work with participants In Defense of the Read 
Aloud. Come discover WHY and HOW to use read alouds in all classrooms PK – 12. Steven shares 
from his newest book the extreme importance of reading aloud for building background knowledge, 
expanding vocabulary, and building motivation to read, all while explaining and modeling the 
instructional skills needed to reinforce strong reading pedagogy.

In the afternoon, Dr. Layne’s And the Research Says: Teacher Book Chats as Motivational Influences 
on Readers demonstrates practical ways that well-planned for and well-delivered book chats can be a 
game changer. This session shares the results and classroom implications from a study examining how 
teacher-delivered book chats dramatically increased reading motivation with statistically significant 
results. It works!  Motivating students to read is a challenging task, but book chats are another tool to 
make up for lost instructional time caused by the pandemic and to help build reading stamina.

Presenter:
Presenter:

Dr. Steven L. Layne,Dr. Steven L. Layne, serves as Professor and Chair  
of the Department of Education at Wheaton College in  
Wheaton, IL.  He is a respected international literacy  
consultant, motivational keynote speaker, and featured  
author throughout the world, and his work as an  
educator, researcher, and writer has garnered  
critical acclaim from a large number of organizations  
including USA Today newspaper, ASCD, IRA, NCTE,  
and the Milken Family Foundation.
 
Author of over 30 books and publications, Steven is a former member of the Board of 
Directors of the International Literacy Association, a member of the Illinois Reading Council 
Hall of Fame, and a former president of the Illinois Reading Council.

Focus: PK-12 ELA teachers, administrators, reading specialists, librarians



Registration Registration InformationInformation
Participants may register to

Select the box above that meets your needs  
or go to My Learning Plan and select the “Madison-Oneida” catalog  

to choose the day(s) that you will attend.
For more information email Tracy Pulverenti at:
tpulverenti@moboces.orgtpulverenti@moboces.org  or call 315-361-5550.  

By registering, your district is agreeing to a 2021-2022 adjustment to service 
or a cross-contract for the conference registration cost.

Registration:  8:00-8:45    Conference:  8:45-3:00
Breakfast and Lunch included each day.

Location:
Vernon Downs 
Casino & Hotel

4229 Stuhlman Rd, 
Vernon, NY 13476

Staying on site?
Contact the hotel at 

877.88.VERNON 

The CNY Education The CNY Education 
ConferenceConference

is presented byis presented by
Staff & Curriculum Staff & Curriculum 

DevelopmentDevelopment
at the  at the  

Madison-Oneida Madison-Oneida 
BOCESBOCES

& the Mid-State & the Mid-State 
Teacher CenterTeacher Center

4937 Spring Road 4937 Spring Road 
P.O. Box 168P.O. Box 168

Verona, NY 13478 Verona, NY 13478 

Attend  
Day 1 ONLY 

$150/person
Grades PK-5Grades PK-5

Attend  
Day 2 ONLY 

$150/person
Grades PK-12Grades PK-12

Attend 
BOTH  

Days 1 & 2 

$250/person
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